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Religious Intelligence. 


FOR THE INFORMER, . 


) wl Cop y of a letter from Elder Sylvanus Robinson dated Shel: 


burn Vt. April 16th 1823. 
BeLovep Broruer, 
As my travels this spring have been mostly in those parts 


' where the people have heretofore been unacquainted with 
_ the faith and order of the Free-will Baptists ; some remarks 
respecting the canse of the Redeemer in those parts, may 


not perhaps be uninteresting to you. 

Some time about the first of March, E travelled to the north 
as far as Grand Isle, North Hero, “preaching as I went, 
saying, “repent.” After continuing, here several days and 
seeing something of the work of God, I returned’ home. 
But being conscious tliat I had not fully discharged my du- 
ty to the people of that place, as well as in some other pla- 

tow days [ returned. And atter 
preach:i ing many days at the south end of North Hero 
with probable success, leaving some, (who had been’ back- 
slidden,) rejoicing, and some sinners sorrowful and heavy la- 
den, I went up in the evening to Jerusalem; near the north 
end of the Island,.and spake te a large and solemn assemb! 
of the temple and the destruction of those, who should de- 
file it. I left this place and returned home with some re- 
luctance, (though from a sense of its being my duty to cross 
the lake before the ice should fail ;) for I believe that God 
ts about to begin a work in that place. 
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When [ arrived home, I found an urgent request had 
been left during my absence, from Eider John 8. Carter ot 
Benson, Vt. near the head of Lake Champlain, for informa- 
tion of the faith and order of the Freewill-Baptists, and it 

ossible for me to visit him. And immediately I conferred 
not with flesh and blood; but though much fatigued sat out 
for that place, where I arrived after travelling about 60 
miles. -I was joyfully received by the man of God, and 
kindly entertamed beneath his hospitable roof. 

Elder Carter readily informed me of the peculiar trials 
which he had for some time laboured under, whilst he 
stood in connexion with the Calvinist Baptist. But as l 
cannot at present enter upon particulars; I will just remark 
that the first cause which seems to have produced so great 
a change in his views,” was a strong conviction for a deep- 
er work of grace in his heart. This inclned him to more 
fervency in prayer; and that to “Take heed to himself and 
to the Doetrine.” And upon devoting himself wholly to 
prayer and searching the scriptures, he became convinced 
that he had withheld in part the council of God in his 
preaching. At this time he was much esteemed by almost 
every one, but as soon as he began to preach the warning 
to saints and sinners, and toexhort his brethren to “take 
heed lest there should be in any of them an evil heart of 
unbelief in departing from the living God.” Some of his 
brethren could not bear it without remonstrance. And 
notwithstanding the Lord was wonderfully blessmg his la- 
bors, a council was called by a minority of the ehurclr in 
Oct. last, to examine him in his doctrinal views. They 
however did not think proper to silence his, but to suffer 
him to continue a while longer, preaching a free salvation, 
and warning every man in the fear of God. In February 
Yast a council was again called, and he was dismissed from 
the connexion, for denying eternal, personal, and uncondi- 
tional election and close communion. But in dismissing 
him they dismissed rising of seventy members of the church: 
who believed in a free salvation. 

After I had preached in this, and towns adjoining about 
a fortnight, wh seen and experienced of the power of God, 


f orgamized a church, consisting of 33 members, leaving per- 
haps twice that number to unite at a meeting appointed for 
that purpose. 
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Elder Carter says, he thinks the whole number will 
amount to rising of sixty. Elder Carter became a member 
of this church, and received their approbation as a preach- 
er of the gospel, in connection with which, I also gave him 
my fellowship in preaching and administering the ordinan- 
ces of the gospel, until he can obtain further assistance, for 
which he expects to apply to Strafford Quarterly Confer- 
ence in June Next; at which time I shall endeavor to favor 
the Conference with further particulars respecting him. 
The brethren appeared to be well engaged, considering the 
storms which they have endured. 

I also crossed the lake at Benson, and went as far as 
lake George, where I discovered a geod prospect of refor- 
mation. | 

Truly God is good to Israel, even to such as are of a 
clean heart. AMEN. ~ : 

From your brother in Gospel Bonds, 
S. Rosinson. 


"4 4 ub 





| FOR THE INFORMER. 
Copy ofa tetter to the Editor from Eld. Josiah Farwell da» 
ted China, County of Lincoln, and state of Maine. 

I hope my brethren, and likewise myself, when. communi 
cating religious intelligence, will be aware of the great I. 
Jesus Christ must go before or we run in vain. Although 
I have spent about 7 years in the gospel field, seen much 
of the glory of God, had the satisfaction of being in refor- 
mation more or less every year, seen a number of churches 
gathered ; yet, when I look back and see the imperfection 
and selfishness that has been mixed with my labors, they 
appear more sickening than valuable. The Lord has visit- 
ed the inhabitants of this place in great mercy through the 
winter; a goodly number have been brought to rejoice in 
the Lord. Sixteen have been baptized, a church gathered, 
and the work continues to spread. A number of the sub- 
jects of this work are heads of families. The Lord is the 
author of the reformation, although a number of his ser- 
vants have had the blessing of rejoicing in it. May the 
ania have mercy on me and make me more what I should 

e. 


Josran FarweE Lt. 








84 


| FOR THE INFORMER. 

Letier from Elder Reuben: Allen, dated Pawtuclet, R. I. May 
Gih, 1823. 

Resrecrep Brotuer Cnast, | | 
] now devote a few lonely moments, to write to you. My 
health is poor at present, and | expect soon to be called to 
leave the walls of Zion, and no longer range the world to 
seck a bride for my master; but then I hope to be found 
with the flock above, having finished my couse and kept the 
faith. Fat present rejoice to see the work of the Lord 
prospering in these parts. We experience a glorious day, 
many leaving their sins and turning to God. Besides what 
have been baptized by Elders Morse, Green, Swett, and 
Jordan, I have baptized forty five within ten weeks past, in 
the following places, viz. Chepachet, Pawtucket, Blackstone, 
Attleborough, and Raynhan ; and there are yet others to 
be baptized in all those places. . And may the Lord spread 
his gospel till the heathen shall be given for his inheritance, 
and the uttermost part of the earth for his possession, is thé 

prayer of your unworthy brother in the gospel, 
Reuben Arex. 








| FOR THE INFORMER. 
Copy o a letter from Elder Timothy Morse, dated Fishers- 
field, N. H. April, 5th, 1823. 
Betovep Broruer Cuase, 

It will be remembered that I gave a sketch of the intro- 
duction of my labours at Pawtucket, R. I. ina letter béar- 
ing date January 20th, 1823. Having (J think) the glory 
of God in view, it is with joy I now take my pen in hand to 
finish my story. — | 

f then stated, that after hard labor among the tried peo- 
ple from the first of November to the 20th of Jaiaary, 
there were four persons brought out, and were baptized. 
From this time for some days, every thing séemed tranquil 
and solemn. ‘Then four more came forth and were bapti- 
zed, and joined with the church. By this time, every friénd. 
to God among’ us, seemed to be encouraged, and my doubts 
of the prosperity of Zion were fled. All appeared solemn 
again. Meetings attended every night without regard te 
the weather, at length simers began to be converted one 
after another, about one ma day for nearly three weeks; 
then to crown the heavenly display of God’s grace, the 
young people thronged into a priyate house after dinner to 
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85 
attend prayers, as had been their practice for weeks; and 
the spirit of God came down so mightily upon them, that 


eight of them appeared neither able nor disposed to try to 
work, while endless destruction appeared so near. Elder 
R. Allen and myself, were present, our meeting began about 
one o’clock, most of the time was spent in praying, first one 
and then the other, and at five o’clock, there had eight 
souls found salvation in Christ. Glory to God in the high- 
est, | can truly say, 1 never enjoyed such a day in my life 
before. ‘The whole number converted. before I left there 
the last of February was thirty seven, all come out in the 
course of two months. 

{ think of going again next week to see them, and hope I 
shall hear many more praise God in that country yet. El- 
der David Swett has been labouring at Attleborough and 
Rehoboth, and has a large flock of converts, and being but 
five miles from our children, they often meet, and when 
met, they know nothing but heaven. Elder Reuben Allen 
is a very capable, firm, promising young man, who has the 
care of the cause of God near his heart, and I think is doing 
much good through that country; but being feeble, wants 
your prayers. ) 

May God bless us all forever. Amen. 

Timotuy Morse, 








a 5 
FOR THE INFORMER. 

Copy of a letter from Dea. Ahab Read, to the editor dated 

Mendon, Blackstone, vipril 4th 1823. 
Brorner Cuasr, | 

[ take this oportunity to inform you (in a broken scroll) 
a little of the dealings of God in this place. I came here 
eight years ago this spring and found the people in general 
to agree with me in sentiments, which was a professed 
moralist, although there were some professors of religion, 
and these in a cold state, and things remained in this situa- 
tion until three years ago last august. I was then awaken- 
ed and brought to a sense of my deplorable situation with- 
out God and Christ in the world, by the preaching of Clar- 
issa H. Danforth. I then saw that morality alone would 
not answer the ends for which I was created. I then 
plainly viewed that my good acts of morality were more 
‘or selfish motives, than they were in qbedience to the res 
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quirements of my Creator and Preserver, but to be short, f e 


could not find peace and joy in the things of this world, 
nor in my mind by day nor night until the 11th of October, 


when I humbly trust that God for his Son’s sake forgave me ; 


my sins. 


‘I then began to think what a danger I had escaped, and | 4 


saw sinners to be in eminent ny 2s" while exposed to the 
fiery indignation and righteous 


and have meetings; and the Lord with his gentle spirit 


moved in their hearts. Conference meetings were appoint- |~ 


ed, and im December the Lord converted my wife, and we 
obeyed the Lord in his command, and were baptized on 
the 26th of December to the joy of our souls, and the as- 


tonishment of the people, on account of the inclemency of a 


the weather. In the course of that winter and spring, 
there were 19 more converted and baptized. Although 
there has been great opposition, yet the work of the Lord 
has prospered, and there has been revivals from time to 
time, and there is now a church in connexion with the R. 
{. Q. M. consisting of about fifty members, that have expe- 
rienced religion within a little more than three years. All 
glory to God, for his mercy endureth forever. 
I remain yours in christian bonds and union, 


Anas Reap. 





— 


FOR THE INFORMER. 
Letter from Eld. S. F. Whitten of Palermo, Me. dated April 
7th, 1823. 
Dear Brorner in THE Wuite Fiexp, 
With pleasure J sit down to write to you, hoping the 
Lord will help me to state things as they appear to me. 
After my return from N. H. | visited the brethen in Pa- 
Jermo, China, Windsor, and many other places, and refor- 
mations were spreading with power, oat satan’s kingdom 


is falling. A very glorious work of reformation is spreading 
jn the town of China, where many have been brought from 
darkness to light, and from sin to holiness. I attended the 
Q. M. holden at Lincolnville, we had a good time in the 
meeting, many rejoiced to see the brethren and sisters to- 
gether once more in Q. M. believing their meeting had been 
ler the glory of God, and the good of souls. The Elders, 


& 


udgments of God. I then | — 
began to ery to the professors to awake, obey the Lord, | 
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who preached in the meeting were as follows: Moses 


M’Farland, Ephraim Johnson, Allen Files, Lincoln Lewis, 
Charles Warren, and Samuel F. Whitten. I am now in 
the town of Harmony, where there appears to be but little 
attention to the things of the greatest moment amongst the 
young a yet we are hoping the time is not far distant, 
when the Lord will visit them with reformation instead of 
desolation, and bring them to know the joys that are found 
in living to God, and bearing the cross of Jesus Christ in 
this world. 

Dear Brother, I have been striving to keep my passions 
within due bounds, and to walk by the square of virtue, 
that I may be prepared for that house not made with 
hands, eternal in the Heavens, with all true brothers. 

From yours, 
Samuet F. Wuirren. 





Elder S. F. Whitten of Palermo, Me. writes that refor- 
mations are spreading in the State of Maine. The lord 
has blessed the labors of Elder E. Bridges in the town of 
Warren, and Elder M’Farland has given information that 
the prospect is encouraging in the town of Camden. 

A letter is received from Br. Thomas Park, Clerk of the 
church in Prospect, Me. which gives information that though 
it is not a time of revival there as it has heen; yet the breth- 
ren remain stedfast in the faith and have love one to anoth- 
er. They are situated at a great distance from the resi- 
dence of any preacher and want the elders to visit them 
The number of their members is 69. j 

By a letter from Elder Charles Bowles of Huntington, 
Vt. dated April 2d, it appears that revivals are enjoyed in 
the towns of Washington, Brookfield, Randolph, Roxbury, 
Middlesex, Bakersfield, and in many other towns in the state 
of Vermont. The last quarterly meeting at Huntington 
was attended with a blessing, and good reports were receiy- 
ed from almost all the churches. 

Elder John Page of Alton, N. H. writes that a revival has 
recently taken place in the south part of that town, and 
that a number ts expected to be baptized soon. The con- 
versation of a young man on his dying bed was thought to 
be a means of awakening many. He had sustained the 
name of a moral man, but when brought near his end, he 
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a that he was not born agin, and must perish without a 
aviour. In deep distress of soul he cried lor mercy, bu: 
died without appearing to find deliverence tc his troubied 
mind. Let this be a warning to others not to neglect the 


concerns of their souls until a dying hour, lest it should then 
be too late ! 





FROM ZION’S HERALD. 


Mr. Editor—I inclose the following extract from the Moral and Reli- 


gious Cabinet, for publication if you think praper. A. b. 
‘COPY OF A LETTER 
From a Soldier in America to his wife in England, written a short time 
after the battle of Bunker-Hill. ) 
My Dear, 


Before these lines reach you, grim death will have swept me off the 
stage of life, and filthy reptiles will be feeding on that form once so 
dear to thee.’ No: more shalt thou repose in these arms; no more shall 
these eyes, now swimming in the shades of death, behoid thy lovety 
person, or gaze with delight on theeor my dear infants. Yesterday 
we had a bloody and obstinate fight, in which we had great numbers 
killed and wounded. 'I received one ball in my groin, another in’ my 
breast.’ I am now so weak with the loss of blood,’ that I can hardl 
write these few lines as the last tribute of my unchanging | ove to thee. 
Tie surgeons inform me that three hours will be thé ‘utmost I can sur- 
vive.” Alas’! too true is the dire presage which brooded in my mind, 
that we should never meet again on this side eternity.. On our passage 
irom England to America, I gave myself up to readitig the Bible, it be- 
ing the only book I was possessor of. The. Almighty parent of mankind, 
was pleased to draw my heart to him, by thé sweet attractions of his 
grace, and at the same time to enlighten my mind. There is in the 
reeiment a corporal who is a Methodist. I had no knowledge of him, 
till one night when I had been earnest in prayér to God}: to guide me 
in the way of peace. During my sleep, [ dreampt of this same man, 
and was directed to him by name, which was Saimuel Pierce. The 
dream made ‘a strong impression’ on my mind, and next morning, | 
inquired if there was such a person in the regiment, and was greatly 
astonished to find him. I told him my dream, with w hich he was much 
pleased, we soon contracted a strong friendship and he was pleased to 
explain to me the amazing love of Gop, in giving his son Jesus Christ 
to bleed and die for mankind ; he unfolded to me the mysteries of sal- 
vation, the nature of the new birth, and the great necessity of holiness 
of heart afd life ; in short, he became my spiritual father, and to him, 
under God, I owe all the good I am acquainted with.” My dear love, | 
wish thee to become acquainted with this blessed way of lite. Soon 


after we landed; God was pleased ta speak peace to my soul: Oh! the 
bliss, the unutterable joy that I felt through the blood of the Lamb! 
how I longed to tell the whole world what Jesus had done forme! But 
how did I long, yea burn to have thee, my dear love, to taste and know 
the love of God in Christ Jesus! 1 would have given the world to have 
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heen with thee, to have informed thee of the pear! of great price. My 
dear iove, as we shail never meet more, in this vale of tears, let me 
improve this last, this dying obligaticn upon thee; ‘and if | ths ever 
dear to thee, let me intreat thee not to neglect the last advice ef thy 
departing husband ; which is, that thou mayest give th ryself up to God, 
read the bibie and good books, and frequent the preach: ‘ng otf the tT 
pie called Meth odists, and the Lord will guide thee in this way.— And 
Oh! endeavour to bring wp the dear little ones in te fear of God. Ob 
never fix thine heart upon the vain and unsubstantial things of this 
world. Heaven and the love of God are the only things that demand 
our hearis, or are worthy of engrossing them. ‘Thou art yet young, 
nor can | wish thee not to enter again into the marriage state when & 
am coid and in the dust. But let me give thee some advice: marry 
with no one however handsome or rich he may be, unless be fears or 
loves God.” ‘That is the only thing needful. During the four years wa 
cohaLited together, many things occurred which I forbear mentioning ; 
but as | have obtained pardon of Ged, mv awful judge, for all I have 
done, | most humbly beg of thee, that thou wilt pardon me whereinso- 
ever | have offended thee ; and I most heartily acquit thee ofary thing 
thou hast done to disoblige wie. I have been a worthless husband to 
thee, and an undutiful son .o my parents, and a vile rebel against my 
God. OQ God be merciful to me @ sinner! I die in peace with’ all th 
world | die in a full assuratice of eternal glory. A few moments ar 
my soul shall be ranged amongst the disembodied spirits in the general 
assembly of the church of the first born, who are written in Heaven. 
Oh, my love I beg of thee, I beseech thee, | charge thee to mect, me 
in the realms of glory! Oh, flv to the arms of the once bleeding Je- 
sus; oh cry to him day and night, and he will hear, and bless thee ! 


And you, my dear infants, though vou have not the perfect know!l- 
edge of your worthless father, I hee you weuld pray to meet me in the 
realms of bliss. The God who blesséd Jacob and Joseph will bless you. 
Seek him, and he will be found of you: call upon him and he will 
hear and bless you. What is the world but sin and sorrow. The rich 
are oppressed with their wealth, the poor are groaning for the want of 
that which the others are burdened with; the men of power are afilict- 
ed with holding the reins and guiding the helm; the governed are op- 
pressed with real or imaginary evils. The life of a soldier is blood 
and cruelty ; that ofa sailor daiirers and death. A é¢ity life is full of con- 
fusion and strife ; a country life is loaded with toil and kibour. But 
the greatest of all evils flows from our own sinful nature. ‘Wherever 
we are, we may be happy; we carry the key of bliss j in our own breasts. 
The world itself never yet made one happy. ‘God alsne is the’ biiss of 
a reasonable soul, and he is every where present, and we haye every 
where free access io him. Wearn then my dear children to seek for 
permanent happiness in God, through a crucified Redes mer,” 

My dear love, shonld the spirits of the departed have any knowi 
edge of things here below, or any intercourse’ with them. how shat 
I rejoice to be thy guardian angel, to attend thee, ‘and see thee 
combat sin, conquer the world, and subdue the flesh; : but if not, how 
shall I smile to meet thee on the bright frontiers of Heaven: thesé 
hands shall wave for thee, with j joy, thy traugpphant crewn. f frst will 
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hail thee to thy native mansions. I first will guide thy conquering 
teet to the celestial city, and introduce thee to the jubilant throng who | 
treqd the streets of the new Jerusalem. I first will Jead thee to the | 
sacred throne of God, where we will together bow transported at the — 
sublime seat of the ever adored Jesus. Then, then will we strike our _ 
melodious harps of gold, in the most exalted strains of harmony and — 
loye. Then shall our love be consummated, refined and eternalized. ’ 
The world recedes, it disappears : 
Heaven opens on my eyes my ears, 
With sound searphic ring ; 
Lend, lend your wings; I mount, I fly! 
O grave, where is thy victory? 
O death, where is thy sting ? 

Dear love, more would | say, but life ebbs out apace, my senses © 
cease to perform their effice. Bright angels stand aroud the gory turf | 
on which I lie, ready to escort me to the arms of my Jesus. Bending 
saints reyeal my shining crown, and beckon me away.—Yea, I think 
my Jesus bids me come, Adieu! Adieu! Adieu dear love. 

JOHN RANTON. 





To the Editor of the Christian Spectator. 
THE EPIDEMIC, 

I am aware, Mr. Editor, that there is no medical department in your 
excellent Miscellany; and shall not be at all surprised to read on the 
last page of your next number, W, H, O. es inadmissible. Still 1 am not 
without some hopes, that you will for once open your pages to a son of 
Esculapius. In the part of the country where I now reside, there is 
and has been ever since my acquaintance with it, a kind of intermittent 
or periodical epidemic, which | do not remember ever to have seen par 
ticularly discribed, in any of the boeks or medical journals; and the 
nature of which is such, that no account of it will, in ali probability, 
ever find its way to the public through the ordinary channels. This 
disease is not so strongly marked as many others; nor am I quite cer- 
tain that it has as yet found a place in the most approved vocabularies 
of the profession. Indeed, this epidemic, strange as it may seem, is no 
particular disease. This is evident from its putting forth the symptoms, 
now of one, then of another; and varying continually, according to the 
habits and constitution of different patients. Hardly any two cases are 
exactly alike, except in one or two particulars. It is periodical: and 
whatever may be the symptoms, there is a remarkable regularity in 
the time of their appearance. ‘The disease is no way very troublesome, 
more than one day in 2 week; and what is singular indeed is, that that 
day is almost invariably the Sabbath. Intermittents, | know, are com- 
mon; but this I believe is the only one which returns so seldom as 
every seventh day. I am not aware that the cause has been satisfacto- 
rily explained by the Faculty, and I shall not have the presumption, 
with the little skill I possess, to hazard a theory; but shall confine my- 
sélf to a simple statement of symptoms and facts. So far as I have had 
opportunity to observe, jthe patient very rarely experiences a sudden 
and violent attack. ‘The complaint begins with a slight indisposition, 
which at first is hardly regarded. By.the middle of the week the pa- 
tient begins perhaps to complain of a slight head w'~ or want of ap- 
petite, Or as the week draws to a close, he finds that a cold which 
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had been rather inconvenient, (though not sufficient to lay him up,) 
becoming quite serious. By Saturday pight it has increased so much, 
that he-concludes something must be done. He accordingly bathea his 
feet ; goes to bed early ; takes thorough wort and water gruel; and em- 
ploys other means to bring on a perspiration. Ja most cases this mode 
of treatment proves successful. ‘The patieyt sleeps comfortably, and as 
he has no buisnes which calls him abroad on the Sabbath, he keeps by 
a good warm fire, and by Monday finds himself able to pursue his occu- 
pation as usual. 

_In some cases, however, this seventh day epidemic proves more ob- 
stinate. Water-gruel does not answer the purpose. ‘The patient feels 
that he must have an emetic; and what so conven ent day is there as 
the Sabbath for taking it? Accordingly the boy is sent to the apothe- 
cary’s for the potion and is charged to get a few pills aiso. Or the pas 
tient is still worse. His ‘whole head is sick—his whole heart is faiut.’ 
His pulse is quick and feverish. He must be bled. The physician is 
called, and upon inquiry finds that the man had been drooping and com- 
piaining most of the week; but never gave out till Saturday night. The 

ancet is used; medicine is given, and strange to tell, so happy is the 
effect of this prompt Sabbath day treatment, that the sick man finds 
himself almost restored by Monday morning. The disease is either 
thrown off entirely, or lies tolerably quiet in the system till the next 
Sabbath. 

How long this epidemic has prevailed here, I cannot positively say- 
I found it when I came. By what | can learn, it began with the settle- 
ment of the town; and I verily believe, that hundreds of cases like the 
above have occurred within the last three years. Nor is it confined 
to this town, or region of country. {t prevailed, I think, to as great 
an extent and degree where | formerly resided. I have heard of it 
from almost every part of the country, and am inclined to think that 
no one is entirely free from the seventh-day fever. 

Now, Mr. Editor, will not you or some of your learned corespond- 
ents investigate this alarming disease and propose a remedy? I know 
it is not generally accounted dangerous; but surely it must undermine 
the system, and lead to fatal consequences. Nor is this all; it is a dis- 
ease which greatly interferes with the duties of christian worship. It 
keeps hundreds and thousands in our land from sanctuary every Sabbath. 
It proves extremely embarrassing to such physicians as wish to attend 
-— worship, by doubling their calls and professional tabors on the 

,ord’s day ; and in short, Mr. Editor, it is very much to be dreaded in 
every point of view in which it can be contemplated by the Christiam 
Speciator. 

W.H. O. 





THE VILLAGE PREACAER. 
“Father forgwe them.” 

———Go proud infidel—search the ponderous tomes of heathen learn- 
ing :—Explore the works of Confucius; examine the precepts of Sen- 
eca, and the writings of Socrates; collect all the exceilencies of the 
ancient and the modern moralists, and point to a sentence equal to this 
simple prayer of our Savior. Reviled and insulted—suffered the gross- 
est indignities—crowned with thorns and _ away to die! no annihila- 
ting curse breaks from his tortured breast! Sweet and placid as the a, 
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pirings ofa mother for her nursling, ascends the prayer of his pitying 
heart—* Father forgive them.’-—O, it was worthy of its origin, and 
‘stamps with the bright seal of truth that his mission was from heaven! 

Acquaintances have you quarrelled?—Friends have you differed? If 
He, who was pure and perfeet, forgive his bitterest enemies, do you 
well to cherish your anger ? : 

Brothers, to you the precept is imperative; you shall forgive—not 
seven times, but seyenty times seven. 

Husbands and wives, you have no right to expect perfection in each 
other. 'To err is the lot to humanity. Ilness will sometimes render 
you petulant, and disappointment ruffle the smoothest temper. Guard, 
1 beseech you, with unremitting vigilance, your passions ; controlled 
they are the genial heat that warms us along the way of life—ungov- 
erned they are consnumine fires. Let your strife be one of respectful 
attentions, and conciliatory conduct. 

Cultivate with care the «entle affections of the heart. Plant not, 
but eradicate the thorns, that grew in your partner's path; above all, 
let no feeling of revenge ever find a harbour, in your breast; let the 
gun never go down upon your anger. A kind word—an obliging ac- 
tion—if it be in a trifling concern. has a power superionr to the harp 
of David in calming the billows of the soul. 

Revenge is as incompatible with happiness as it is hostile to religion. 
Let him whose heart is black with malice and studious of revenge, walk 
through the fields while clad in verdure, and adorned with flowers ;— 
to his eye there is no beauty: the flowers to him exhale no fragrance, 
Dark as hi§ soul, nature is robed in deepest sable. The smile of beau- 
ty lights not up his bosom with joy; but the furies of hell rage in his 
breast, and render him as miserable as he would wish the object of his 
hate. : 

But let him lay his hand upon his heart and say—* Revenge, I cast 
thee from me—Father forgive me as I forgive my enemies” and nature 
assumes a new, and delightful garniture. Then, indeed, are the meads 
verdant and the tlowers fragrant—then is the musick of the groves de- 
lightful to his ear, and the smile of virtuous beauty lovely to his soul, 
—Poulson’s Adv. 





FOR TUE INFORMER. 
DUTY OF CHRISTIANS, No. IV. 
3. To persuade Christians io perform their duty. 

If we see the danger to which our neighbor is liable in temporai 
things, and he sees it not: it is our duty to inform him. So also in spi- 
ritual things, more so. We must deal plainly and closely. In some 
bodily disorders we must not let them know their danger, least it  pre- 
vent the cure ; but in spiritual disorders, generally; we ought to let 
them know their emminent danger plainly. The exceeding deadness 
of men’s hearts is such, that no other dealing ordinarily, will arouse 
their attention. To a man in a swoon or lethargy we must speak close 
and loud. The thoughtless sinner like a sleeping man, sees nothing, 
fears nothing, sleeps away time at the verze of hell. ‘Then let us try 
to awaken them. Christ calls on them to come without money and re- 
ceive freely ; but they do not hear. Conscience is accusing and ur- 
ging them, but they do not know whose voice it is. ‘He is nigh thee 
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« To day if ye hear his voice, harden not your hearts.” 

It is not a few dull words between sleep and waking that are always 
the means of awakening an ignorant dead hearted siriner. When a dull 
hearer and 4 dull speaker, a dead heart and a dead exortation meet to- 
eether; it will have a similar effect. {fa man be in emminent danger 
we will not trifle with him. Ifa house be on-fire we will not go in a 
cold strain to tell our neighbor or stand to make an oration on the na- 
{ure and danger of fire, but we will run out and cry, fire! fire! Mat- 
ters of monient must be seriously dealt with. | 

2. Physic must not be given at all times, but in season. The reme- 
dy must be fitted to the disease and strength of the patient. _Mean- 
work easily if they take the opportunity. “ake 4 man uhder afflictions 
or when newly awakened ; then set it home to advantage and seek for 
opportunities. All meats are not for all stomachs. Hf it be a learted, 
ingenious, rational man, deal chiefly in convincing arguments drawn 
not frowi speculations and things incomprehensible, but from plain. eXx- 
perience and conscience. If ignorant and stupid, use simple, serious, 
and short remarks level to his capacity. If convicted but not ¢onvert- 
ed; urge him on with promises. If obstinate and secure, undér some 
speculative notion ef God’s decrees; show him the absurdity of such 

speculations by appealing. to his own practice in tommon affairs. If 
iimorous deal tenderly. Plainness and seriousness agrees with all. 

3. Let every sinner know we speak the very words of stripture, for 
‘he voice of a man is contemptible. It is not onte or twite will do. 
it is not once a week, or once in a month, at meeting houses will do. 
Whenever and wherever we can teach others; either by a look, prac- 
dice, or exhortation, we should do it. W hen ministers and private 
christians speak at set times and places, well arranged and convincing: 
drguments to sinners; they think they have done their duty, until next 


sppointment. ‘The sinner imitates the minister, and probably thought-' 


lessly passes the time until next meeting. ‘The man that séts his cana¢ 
rapidly up stream for an hour, and leaves it to the ebbings and flowing= 
of the river and winds fora week or more, bas little chance to find it as 
far up as where he left it. So it may be With us, who make. conven- 
1ence and gain one great object. Let us henceforward be instant in 
geason and out of se ason, to reclaim the sinner by persevering efforts. 





FOR THM INF ays MER. 


Some have thought that too much of the Informer has already been dev ‘ote® 


to the subject of “ RULING FLDER ; > but as it has been a subject that ha& 


excited much conversation for a aniehen of years past, I think: at can but 


be reasonable that the ren and press should ‘be used, co thet all the hieht 
that can be obtained. may be diffused _ for the good of the whole. IJ hope 
every mind will be prepared to decide upon the sub peel at the several year- 
ly meetings when they may convene, and transmit the result to the editor 
as soon as possible afier said meetings. 

f have hitherto neylecied writing iach upon the subject, being ailing to give 
room for the productions af more able pens; but would now observe ‘that 
af there be such «i office, I cannot find that they cre outhortied by scrip- 
ture to baptize. “Go teach all nations, baptizing them,” Kc. Evrror 


| RULIN G ELDER. 
“Ve there an offece,’ &c. There is. See 1 Tim. 5. 17 “Diet the 
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Elders that rule well be counted worthy of double honor, espécidlly 
they, who labor in the word and doctrine.” From this it is evident, 
that there are some that rule well, but have not the gift of word & doc. 
trine. These have the gift of, or a manifestation of the spirit in gov- 


ernment. See 1 Cor. 12. 28. ‘Their duty is, not to preach, (exdept by : 


exhortation,) because they have not the gift of preaching; consequent- 
ly, when they attempt it, they always have to reach after their matter, 
and their preaching works death rather than life in their hearers. Not 
to baptize, because preach and baptize go together, and no authorit 





git alates ms 3 7 
Sis eral . . 


can be formed for the one without the other; but to rule with diligence. 'e : 


See Rom. 12. 8.. That is, to have a particular care for the flock or 
church, to see (where there is no superior gift as word, doctrine, and 
government) that New Testament government is maintained in the wor- 
ship of God, and in looking after disorderly members, and dealing with 
them as the scriptures direct. In short it is to see that good order is 
kept up in the church, and every disorder seasonably attended to. Again, 
there are some who have the gift of teaching and preaching but not of 
government. Seve Eph. 4. 11. “And he gave some, Apostles; and some, 
Prophets ; and some, Evangelists; &c. Heré appears by the punctua- 
tion aiid sense, to be a seperate gift, called an Evangelist, which is a 
publisher or teacher. His duty is to preach the gospel and administer 
its ordinances: These are generally called to travel and have good re- 
formation gifts; but when they attempt to take upon themselves the 
gift of government, they get out of their lot and do more hurt than good. 
Therefore, that he may be profitable, let every man labour to find his 
calling and abide in it. There are others that have both the gift of 
government and teaching ; these are called Pastors and Teachers. See 
Eph. 4.11. Here the apostle after naming apostles, Prophets, and 
Evangelists, méntions a charactér, which he calls a Pastor and Teach- 
er. His duty is to rule well, and labour in word and doctrine. See 1 
Tim. 5.17. These have, if they live in the spirit, generally more or 
less care of all the churches. This I consider as a subject of import- 
ance. and until properly attended to, there will be a deficiency in the 
churches. People have generally embraced its extremes, and either 
denied the office, or set them to preaching and baptizing, which does 
not belong to them. [am persuaded that in every church consisting 
of any considerable numbers of members, such characters are to be 
found, who feel the weight of the cause, but for want of being ack- 
nowledged in their place, think it would be assuming for them to move 


forward as they feel. They should be set apart by the laying on of 


hands. Jostan FARWELL. 





Several other communications have been received on the foregoing 
subject, but as the object has been to stir up the minds of the brethren 
to take into consideration and decide upon the subject at the several 
yearly meetings, | hope none will be offended, should there be no more 
published in the Informer on this account, but wait the decision of each 
Yearly Meeting, and as soon as their result is forwarded to me, it shall 
be made public. 





The New Hampshire Yearly Meeting will be holden at Strafford, 
(formerly Barrington,) on the second Saturday in June inst, 
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Departed this life on the 25th of May, Mrs. Meriam Jones, consort of 


- Dea. Moses Jones, aged 76. She has left an aged husband, a number 


of children, and a large number of grand children and other relatives to 
mourn their loss. Her life was virtuous, she bore her sickness with 


- christian patience and resignation, and, in the exercise of fatth, she re- 

joiced in hope of a glorious immortality, which we trust she has come 
, into the possession of. Her remains were conveyed to the grave en the 
) 27th, atteded by a numerous concourse of people, who assembled to 
' pay their last tribute of respect to her departed worth. 





Take Noticée. 


As the laws of this stateg passed June session 1819, provides for for- 


o> ming societies for the support of the gospel, therefore, we, William T- 
- Sandbétn, John Knowles, and Edward Morrill, Directors ; and Jonathan 
- Bean, Treasurer ; and our asséciates, have this day met and formed our- 
selves into a society by the name of the First Union Christian Society in 


a New Chester, N. H. JonaTHAN Bean, Clerk. 





’ 
Cenc 


New Chester, April 9th, 1823. 
A true Copy of Record, Aitest, JonaTHan Bean, Clerk. 


In consequence of disappointment, the paper for the Informer this month, 


_ is of poorer quality than is usual. Hope for better next month. 





: | THE | | 
MASONIC CASKET. 
Ve 
BY EBENEZER CHASE. 

mS 
Tuts work is published in En- | are desirous of promoting this 
field, N. H. and commenced in | work, are respectfully requested 
January last. ‘Three numbers are | to use their influence to extend its 


now published, and the succeeding | circulation, and also communicate 
numbers will be published accord- | such information as will enrich its 


_» ing to the conditions below. It is | columns. In so doing,a fa¥or wil! 
_ printed on fine paper and with the | be conferred on the publisher, and, 


size of type that this prospectus, | we hope, the Masonic fraternity 
js printed with. benefitted. 


Companions and Brethren, who 
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. CONDITIONS. 
This work is published once in Any Chapter, Lodge, or Individ 


| two months, each No. contains 32 {| ual subscribing and paying for tew 
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octavo pages and stitched in print- } or more sets, shall be allowed 25 
ed covers. Six numbers make a } per cent discount. 

volume, and sent to subscribers at | Letters addressed to Ebenezes 
one dollar a volunmie, exclusive of | Chase, Post-Master at Entieidy 
postage. The money to be paid | New-Hampshire wili receive 





| $n the reeeipt of the third No. | prompt attention.: 
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THE LESSONS OF SPRING. 


Dreary winter departs, with his tempests and gloons} 
And nature, reviving, bursts forth from her tomb ; 
The birds lively carol, the meadows look gay, 

And the air is perfum’ ‘d with the 1 netioy of May, 
While ting’d with ‘its liveliest blushes, the morn, 
And dew- -drops still sparkle on flow’rets new born, 





Ai The season invites in the garden to rove, 

et Our senses to feast, our rs a to improve. 

i Each object some lesson of wisdom fonveys; 

i | The stream cently eliding—the sun’s glorious rays :— 
my More glorious the Saviour that shines#in his Word, 

hal More refreshing the streams that, the Scriptures alford. 
i he flow’rs as 1 gaze op each delicate line, 


Seal the pasar ane skill of an Artist Drviue- 
en the weeds, that spriig up without culfure or care, 
Bid me watch my own heart, for weeds often spring there.’ 
The birds well provided sing gratitude’s lay, 
, And bid gloom and distrust fadien my mind flee away 
| If my father such care for the sparrows will sake 
Then he surely will never his children forsake : 
Not an insect too mean for His notice and Car, 
That crawls on the ground or that flutters in air. 
4 Then torment not these creatures, tho’ trifling and small: 
& Dear clildren; for God, the Creator of all, 
Who rides on the w banleminss and speaks in the storm. 
Hears the cry of a beetle—the croan of a worm. 
What wonders abroad in ie corifickds appear! 
First the fresh-s pringing blade then the ripening ear ; 
s The laborers with care cast the seeds in the ground, 
nd the blessings of heaven those labors have crown’d. 
Dear children, such labors your teachers pursue— 
Till the ground—sow the seeds—to be useful to you; 
But no human power can the produce command ; 
Means are ours,—But success from Jehovah’s own hand 
So, while tending their work with atfectionate care, 
They water their efforts with with diligent prayer; 
That in you may the seeds of instrdction fake root, 
And bring forth, in due time, rich abundance of frutis 
To your profit—their joy 3—but the work is of grace, 
And the Lord of the Harvest shall have all the praise. , 


[S.S. Me 
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